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WINTER 2016
PO Box 183164    Shelby Township, MI 48318

We hope all of you had a safe and beautiful 
holiday season. The cats here at the Sanctuary 
were certainly enjoying the unseasonably warm 
winter weather, and spending a lot of time on the 
porch, up until the freezing blast in mid-January.

Sorry we couldn’t get the 
Winter Newsletter out 
before the Christmas 
Holidays. It is a great way to 
remind supporters to make 
their final tax-deductible 
donations before the year 
ends.  So we were humbled 
by the outpouring of donations 
we received without reminding 
anyone!  The Sanctuary is truly 
blessed to have such loyal, 
caring supporters.  We have 
begun emailing and mailing out 
2015 Charitable Tax Deduction 
Receipt Letters for our donors 
to use on their taxes. PLEASE 
email us anytime you acquire or change your 
email address.  It is so much easier to stay in 
touch with you electronically throughout the year, 
as opposed to sending you letters or you only 
getting news from us in our mailed newsletters 
three times a year.  Thanks much.

The annual Jingle Bell 5k Run-Walk Fundraiser 
raised an amazing $5,000 in December! For this 
we want to give our  HEARTFELT THANKS to 
Mike and Debbie Ward who help organize this 
event every year, and which in 2015 helped us 
and two other worthy charities.  See the photo 
on the back page of some of the runners at the 
finish line.

Our Annual Open House will be held this year 
on Sunday, Sept. 11th anytime between 2-7P.  
We all have so much fun at these gatherings 
so we truly hope you will return again this 

year, or come out for the first time. RSVP to: 
CatTailAcresSanctuary@gmail.com.

Regretfully, because of the increasing costs 
for printing and postage, we’ll soon be deleting 
from our newsletter mailing list those folks who 
have not donated since 2012.  However,  non-
donors since 2012 who have email will receive 
our newsletters electronically.  And newsletters 
are always on our website. We sincerely hope 
that people who gave us cats but who have 

not made donations to 
help the cats, will consider 
making a donation now 
and again. We’re always 
grateful for even modest 
donations.

We lose cats every 
year to old-age related 
maladies, but continue to 
take in about the same 
number which keeps our 

population steady at around 
190. That’s a lot of mouths to feed and care for!  
And, we also continually give aid and assistance 
to countless cat owners, feral cat caretakers, 
and others who are trying to help cats in need. 
In one particular case in 2015, we transported 
84 animals from Oakland County Animal 
Control to various locations where they could be 
rehabilitated and/or cared for until they could be 
adopted. Thanks to CTAS Board Member Julie 
Tirony whose own rescue group really stepped 
up to help these animals, including by paying for 
the veterinary care.

        Again, I will never be able to find adequate 
words to express to all of you who do support the 
cats how much it means to me… and especially 

to them.  Blessings to all of you.

Happy 2016 to All Our Dedicated Supporters!

MEMORIAL DONATION THANKS to:

Mila Kapusta in honor of Gail Reichstein’s beloved Uncle Joe.

Gail Reichstein in honor of Jo-Ann Hochkins’ dear father 
Gerald Lennox who lived 95 good and long years.

Elaine Ball Tyler and J.T. Tyler in loving memory of Oscar.

Carlton Big Boy
Lisa

Lisa Koester 
Founder and President

Some of the runners crossing the 
Finish Line at the Jingle Bell 5k Run!

Donations of any amount are 
always needed and appreciated. 

Please mail them to: Cat Tail 
Acres Sanctuary, P.O. Box 
183164, Shelby Township, 
MI  48318.  You may also go 

our website www.CatTailAcres.
com and use the Donate link 

that allows you to use PayPal.  
Just remember they do take a 

small processing fee out of your 
donation….unless you specify 

otherwise with them. Thank you so 
much for caring and helping.

Cheryl Phillips in 
honor of her beloved 
Big Boy and Carlton 
her beloved cats 
who were both lost at 
around the same time.

SPECIAL EVENT DONATION THANKS to:
Hermien & Roland Braitsch; Cheryl & Greg Culbertson; Billie Lou & Michael Lamb; and Don & Josephine Fulton for their 
Christmas donations on behalf of Eileen Liska-Stronczer
Dr. Jeanne Lusher for her donation wishing Eileen Liska- Stronczer to Stay Well
Gail Reichstein for her donation congratulating Lisa Koester on the birth of her first grandchild, Adrienna

BIRTHDAY TRIBUTE DONATION THANKS to:
Erica & Tim Brown; Cheryl & Greg Culbertson; The Gregg and Russom Families; Billie Lou & Michael Lamb; Krissie & 
Mike Lynch; The Scott Family; and Christina Stronczer on behalf of Eileen Liska-Stronczer
Gail Reichstein on behalf of Dr. Ralph & Mrs. Mindy Greenberg; Bonni Simmons; and Dr. Milton Simmons

SPECIAL THANKS TO these volunteers for helping us with our Newsletters since 2012:
Eileen Liska-Stronczer for writing, photo selection, and design. Janet Marchand Douglas for 
the layout, maintaining mailing list, and printing mailing labels. Janet and Carolyn Marchand 
for folding newsletters, and stuffing and stamping envelopes. Glenda Langdon who took over 
the folding, stuffing, and stamping for part of 2015 until she moved to MD.
And... Kelly & Betty Tower who have taken over folding, and stuffing and stamping envelopes 
starting with this issue. Paulette Mullen of Printed Impressions in Farmington Hills who is 
taking over the layout work starting with this issue.

SPECIAL THANKS to:
Addy Shattuck for: hosting cat food donation barrels for us at her Bloomfield Hills and Highland Pet Supplies Plus stores; 
doing a canned cat food donation drive for us;  donating food or helping us get cat food at discounts; donating pet related items 
to sell at our Open Houses; sponsoring Pet Photos w/Santa Fundraisers at two of her stores; and generally being an amazing 
supporter and Advisory Board Member!

A Special 

Thanks...

Craig Fulton, Michael Even, Sue St. John, and Kelly & Betty Tower 
for volunteering their time and services at our Pet Photos w/Santa 
Fundraisers in Bloomfield Hills.
Weingartz on VanDyke for again repairing the CTAS lawn mower-plow at 
a major discount and never charging for pickup and return
Laura Kilpatrick, our new Food Donation Barrel Monitor at the Pet 
Supplies Plus store in Bloomfield Hills.
Scott Slater, and Sandie Maynard, of the Pet Supplies Plus stores in 
Milford and Romeo, respectively, for hosting cat food donation barrels for us.
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	 Livetrap so cat(s) can be sterilized and 
vaccinated.  Go to our website (www.CatTailAcres.
com) and click on the tab titled “Guidelines for 
Trapping Feral Cats”. This article will give you 
details about the methods Lisa Koester (the CTAS’s 
Founder and President) uses to get feral cats into 
live traps. Remember: a can of human-grade tuna 
is very enticing! You can also use Google  to look 
up how other feral rescuers get cats to go into live 
traps. CTAS has live traps you can rent. (Some 
feral cats are actually lost or abandoned pets 
who may be socialized to varying degrees which 
makes it easier to handle them.) If your vet is too 
expensive, both the Michigan Humane Society 
(www.MichiganHumane.org)  and All About 
Animals Rescue (AllAboutAnimalsRescue.org) 
have feral cat programs and can also offer advice. 
They offer free or very low-cost sterilizations and 
vaccinations, and rent live traps.  CTAS can also 
arrange for you to have the sterilizations and 
vaccinations done at a greatly reduced cost by 
our vet as long as you go through us.

	 Provide food, water, and shelter for feral 
cat(s) who you plan to return to the location where 
they are living, or if they are on your property. If 
you do have to keep them outdoors (whether on 
your or other property), make sure you provide 
them with good shelter. Always place shelters 
facing south, and see if there is any terrain, trees, 
bushes, etc. that can also act as a partial shelter 
and help block wind.

Durable, Heated, Outdoor Cat Houses
manufactured by K&H can be purchased from 
Amazon.com for $55.99 (one of the lowest 
prices out there). Moreover, a generous CTAS 
supporter, Irene Metro, has offered to pay $20 
of the cost of this outdoor house for you.  Email 
her at: docicm@comcast.net and show her a 
copy of your order, give her your contact info, and 
she will reimburse you.  Please remember to go 
to Amazon.com THROUGH the CTAS website 
(www.CatTailAcres.com and click on the 
“Shop and Save While We Earn Money 
Too” tab).  That way, Amazon will make a 
contribution to the Sanctuary because of 
your purchase! 

The FBI will begin tracking cases of 
animal cruelty nationwide in 2016, a move 
advocates hope will bring more attention 
to the crime among law enforcement 
agencies and underscore the link between 
animal abuse and other violent crimes.

Until now, animal-related crimes have 
been reported into a catch-all category 
in the FBI’s National Incident Based 
Reporting System. “There was no way 
to find out how often it occurs, where 
it occurs and whether it was on the 
increase,” said Mary Lou Randour of 

	 Consider socializing feral cats yourself. 
Whether or not they are truly feral,  consider 
contacting us at CatTailAcresSanctuary@gmail.
com to have us alert our huge list of animal 
advocates to see if anyone can take the cat(s) to 
be fostered until they are fully socialized and able 
to be placed for adoption by one of the numerous 
cat rescue groups with whom we collaborate.  But 
don’t forget that YOU can do a lot yourself by simply 
taking the cat(s) into your garage, basement, or a 
spare room so you can work with them over time to 
socialize them. 
Please take a 
close look at the 
two photos on this 
page to see what 
one person who 
has fostered and 
socialized a lot 
of cats has done 
with a spare 
bedroom in her 
house to 
“cat-proof” it 
simply using 
plastic sheeting and duct tape. Keep the litter box 
clean, give them a cubby to hide in, and a place to 
perch at a window (preferably watching birds at a 
bird feeder nearby), and most will eventually settle 
down.
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Please do not be afraid or hesitant to step 
up and help lost or feral cats in need. It 
is a very rewarding and unselfish act of 
compassion. We are here to advise and 
help you in any way we can. Thank you.

the Animal Welfare Institute. “Empirical 
data is important. It’s going to give us 
information about animal cruelty crime 
so we can plan better about intervention 
and prevention.”

Randour and others say tracking animal 
cruelty cases is especially important 
because research has shown that 
violence against animals can be an early 

indicator that a person will be violent 
toward humans.

(Associated Press - 11/27/15)

ANIMAL CRUELTY CRIMES: FBI to start tracking violence against animals.

Sponsor a Cat Tail Acres Sanctuary Kitty

LIMPY

BOZO

CALLIE

BLACKJACK
Callie and Bozo lost 

their sponsors in late 
2015. 

Limpy and Blackjack 
need sponsors.


